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ACCUSATIONS HEARD.
INDE LA ROCHE GASE

Prosecutor, at Trial Opening, Says
Defendant Is Seeking to Accuse
Brother of Multiple Murders

By ROBERTHANLEY
Sprcinl is The Sow Tork Tise :
HACKENSACK, Jan. 5—The munder
trial ‘o Harry De La Roche Jr., the formes
milltary-school siadent accused of mur-
dering hif parents and 1wo younger
brothers in thelr Montvale home over the
1978 Thanksgiving weekend, opened here
todey, with the proseculor asseriing thati
the defendani sougist to accuse his broth-
er, Ronald, of the crimes from Lhe mo-
ment he led & police officer Lo three of
m—ﬁT ':uw!m-. the began” the a
b jame n" ag-
gistant County Prosecutor, Rich-
ard E n, asseried kn his 15-minute
cpenlng statement 19 a jury of seven
women and five men. “"He was irying
ta frame his brother.” s
1 sere’s Ronald? he piked,” Mr. Sal-
kin, his vaice risl ihe 3
2 asking a Montvale palice efficer.
the first policeman on the scene.
Mr. Salkin alse guoded the suspect as
mg “He had a fight with my father.
W 's Romakd?™
Mr. Salkin's concentratlon on Mr. De
La Reche's alleged attempt 19 direct po-
lice suspicloms loward I5-year-cld
brother. Ronald, was viewed ai dn at-
i io deflate the |5-ypear-pld defend.
ani's anticipated trial defemse thal Rop-
ald commitied three of the murders afier
srguing with his father about & cache
of marijusna found In the house, and
ahat he, in twrn, killed Romsld n a fit
m'mmnm-p rage afler discovering ihs

e,

Thet contention differs radically from
an alleged confession the defendant gave
1o Montvale pelice soom alfler the mur-
ders, 1n that alleged comfestion, BMr, De
La Roche Is | L io have mdmil
fatally shooting sl four family mem
because be was apset over family insisi!
ence thal he returm Lo The Citsdel, the
military school he attended in South
Carolina,

Extensive Press Coverage

Ronald Do Ls Roche's body was found
ginffed in & trenk bn tbe silic about nooa
on Sunday, Mov, 28, 1976, about eight
haurs afler Offfioer Otsen had found
defendant's mother, Mary Jane, 50,.0m
p bed in one secand-fogr bedroom, and
the bodles of his father, Harry Sr., 44,
and his brother, Eric, 12, in Ronald's bed-
foam.

In the immediate aftermaih al thoss
discoveries, the defendant told Tulln
alfheers seanch the hoase that it did
not hame ap atibe, Mr.  Salkin asserted,
Bul, he added, the “irath began io unrav-
" when Ronald's body was found in
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the aiuic.

Mr. Salki's cpening stalemeni mada
nio reference 1o Mr, De La Rache's repori-
ed confession to all foeer murders. The
defense allorney, John R. Taylar, alsa
mﬂumdlmmmhnmim]?m
his 1l-minsite opening sialement ol Mr.
De La Roche's I‘:pﬂ‘:tld defense Lhal Ron-

commilléd Lhe crinei.
m!‘l CEN @ssune of ihis, ladies and
rmm there ks 8 defens in this chas.
i will be presenied at @ proper Lime,
Mr. Taylor gaid, “Plense do nol
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after the jury ;:ﬂ l'ﬂ'l-H aliernates
heer inloen 5 (o
Casyden. .M!Hi live in Canden Couply:
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