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DeLaRoche Found Guilty in Killing
Of Family and Given Life Sentence

By RODERT HANLLY

el ia T Nee Tors Timrd

HACKENSACK, Jan. 26—Harry De La:
Reche Jr. wan found guiliy today of first.
degree murder for falally shooling bis

parents end iwg younger brathers in theie Iy

home In Mentvale 14 months ago and wis
cenienced fo life in prison.

Judge James F. Madden of Superior|
Court Imposed concurrent [ife terms for
gach of the four counls of murder, the
mandatory senience for flrsi: Eniar-
der convictions [n Mew Jersey. Mr De
Ls Roche would be eligible for parals
after serving 14 years B months. His
lawyer, James B Taylor, sald he would
appenl the verdict.

Mr. De La Roche, a pale, (hin 10-¥esr
oid former cadef af the Cidel in
Charlesion, 5.C-, showed no emotion as
the wverdicl was anpounced by the jury
foreman. My Marise Alihouse,

Qfers No Stalement

As he had for much of the tnai 1Rt
opened three weeks ago, Mr. De La Roche
sat slightly hunched and siared siraight
ahead, hin ehin resting ia his right hand. |
He maintained the seme posture and de-
meanaf while the seven men and five
wemen on (he pant] were polled indjwidu-
ally on each of the marder charges.

Then, on Instruction, he rose for
sentencing and slood crecily beiween by
pllorney, Mr. Taylor, and the Rev,
Charles Innenderl, 1he [emily's pasior.

Judge Madden asked the defendant il he
wianled Lo speak.
“Wo, gir, Mr. De La Roche replied sofi-

After the sentencing, Mr. Pe La Roche
spoke animatedly for aboul 20 seconds
o Mr. Taylor before being handcuofTed
by sherl{l's deputies and led out of the
EOuErtroam.

The verdiot, reached afier six and
half kours of defiberabion over twe d
was Lhe mosl severe that could have
relurned againgl Mr. De La Roche.
jurors turned aside (wo cther possible
findiegs Judge Madden had left open o
them: second-degree murder and acquit-
tal by reason of legal msantty.

The insanity defenke to all four murders
was first ralsed by Mr. Teylor oo Lhe
eve of deliherations an Toesday when
be shandoned an earfier defenss that Mr.
De La Noche killed only his 15-year-ald
brother Ronald afler Ronald had killed
his parents, Harry Sr. 44, Mary Jame,
50, and hls other brother, Erie, 13, on
Mov. 24, 1576

In that new defense, Mr, Toylor con-
tended that Harry's anxitlles gver relurn-
iag 1o what be termed the “privale heil™
gt ihe Citadel led 1o an overwhelming
piychiaie that resulted in afl four shoat-
gL

!rlh: Jurors wers chosen jn Camden
Counly sn (hey would nol be subject Lo
pretrisl publicity and seguesiered
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